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Presidentôs Report 

 

On the weekend of 7
th
 ï 9

th
 March I attended the 132

nd
 annual Urban State Championships for 

Victoria at Bendigo. If you have not attended a Victorian Championship an experience awaits. 
Steeped in tradition and history (132 years) the events range from historic hose reels with up to 8 
competitors, to events using current day appliances, much the same as we do here in NSW. 
In October this year Victoria will be hosting the 2015 Australasian Championship to be held in 
Echuca. I had the opportunity whilst in Bendigo to meet with members of the organizing Committee 
and host Brigade Echuca. The planning and preparation is well under way and should be a great 
event. A maximum of 30 teams from Australia and New Zealand fire services will compete for 
bragging rights. Teams from NSW are selected by a process of a points system from results in 
competition in regional Championships. Previous Australasian Championships have been 
conducted on grassed ñtracksò, this year in Echuca events will be run on bitumen. Competitors 
would be advised to bring hard surface runners not grass shoes with blades etc. 
From Bendigo, with an overnight stop in Parkes, arrived in Gunnedah Tuesday afternoon to help 
with ground set up.  
 
A 20 minute storm on Tuesday afternoon with around 20mm of rain caused issues with getting 
trucks on the ground.  
 
On Thursday evening a 3 minute mini tornado ripped up tenting on the ground and flung them into 
the creek behind the ground. The large catering tent was also damaged. Most of the tents were the 
replacements from the wild weather at Unanderra Championship last year.  
A great introduction to Mark Rutter who was still smiling on Friday wondering what else was 
coming. I am sure Cootamundra will be easier.  Well done Mark. 
 
Congratulations Gunnedah Brigade. Your work in preparation, fund raising and Community 
engagement was of a high standard. The support from the local Council, Community and business 
shows the high regard by which you are held in your town. The jumping castle, face painting and 
other activities were a great hit and well attended and enjoyed by many. 
 
At the end of June Executive Officer/Secretary Trevor Jones will retire from this position. The 
achievements, challenges and changes implemented during his time as Secretary have been 
many. Few people I believe could have done the job Trevor has with such expertise and style. I will 
miss the many coffees and meals where great plans were made and hatched.  
 
Congratulations Dave Hitchcock on your appointment as Acting Secretary, I look forward to 
working with you in the future.  
 
Best wishes to all attending Cootamundra Championship, Robyn and I will be cruising to and 
touring in the US and hope to catch up at Berry. 

 
Captain Greg Fredericks AFSM 

President 
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At the time Iôm writing this report Fire & 
Rescue NSW is working through a large 
amount of change in both the Permanent, 
Retained firefighter ranks and operational 
capability.  
Both groups through the Fire Brigade 
Employees Union (FBEU) have consulted 
with Fire & Rescue NSW in the Industrial 
Relations Court (IRC) new Consent 
Awards which have seen significant 
change to both workforcesô work practices.  
 
The Retained Award will be seeing the 
introduction of an electronic availability 
system for Retained Firefighters around 
early August 2015.   Once personnel are 
accustomed to the system I believe it will 
make the life of all Retained firefighters 
especially the Captains and Deputy 
Captains easier and less time consuming 
in the management of availability.  
The Permanent Award has seen the 
creation of two new ranks being Leading 
Firefighter / Leading Station Officer and 
the introduction of a new 24 hour Roster.  
 
On the capability side of the organisation 
Fire & Rescue NSW has enhanced 
operational capability by procuring 
Compressed Air Foam Systems (CAFS) 
on five new Class 1 Tankers which are 
being strategically located in Regional 
areas and two Cat 6 / 9500 litre CAFS 
tankers for the metropolitan area.  These 
appliances are proving to have a quick 
knockdown rate for structure fires and are 
also very effective in bush firefighting. The 
appliances use Class A foam.  
 
Over the next year and a half four regional 
stations, Henty, Culcairn, Thredbo and 
Trangie will be accredited to undertake 
Community First Responder (CFR) for 
NSW Ambulance in their respective 
regional areas.  
 
 
 
 

 
Further to this a new Incident Management 
Standard Operational Guideline has been 
introduced in the last Commissionerôs Orders 
which integrate the incident management 
principles of Bluecard and Australasian   
Inter ï Service Incident Management System 
(AIIMS).  This program will be delivered to all 
Captains and Deputy Captains over the 
coming year in both online and face to face 
training sessions.  
 
Iôm pleased to say that the Gunnedah 
Championships were extremely successful.  
The host brigade and especially Glenn Swift 
undertook an incredible amount of work to 
ensure the event was a success.   The 
amount of community engagement 
accomplished through initiatives such as a 
jumping castle, coffee truck, kitchen fire 
simulator and some artefact stalls saw a 
large number of people visit the Gunnedah 
Championship and they got to see 
firefighters competing at their trade and 
received important fire safety messages. 
 
On a sad note I have recently received and 
accepted the resignation of our Executive 
Officer/Secretary Trevor Jones.  Trevor has 
been a tireless advocate of the 
Championships and the FCA.  He and I have 
had spirited discussions over the last two 
and three quarter years  and we were always 
fighting for the same cause the benefit of the 
Championships and the firefighters that 
compete at them.  I am sad to see him leave 
and thank him for all his hard work and Iôm 
sure we will see him around the track.  
 
We have also received the resignation of 
Rick Guinery Assistant Secretary.   I also 
thank Rick for his support and hard work 
over the years.  
 
I will see you all at Cootamundra.  
 

www.firefighterchampionships.com.au 

Assistant Commissioner Rob McNeil AFSM  
Director Championships 



 

  

 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ WƻƘƴ IŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ нл 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛŜƭŘ όмфлуύΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ 

ǎƛȊŜ ōƛƭƭƛŀǊŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŎŀōƛƴŜǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎΦ  

hǊŀƴƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ 

b{² {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎκ/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ  

¢ƘƛǊŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ мфонΣ 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴ мфоп ŀƴŘ мфорΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŬǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƊŜǊ ²²LLΣ мфрпΣ рс 

ŀƴŘ руΦ   Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ όƻŦ 

ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎύ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ǘŜŀ 

ǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘǎ ŀǘ hǊŀƴƎŜΦ 

tƻǊǘ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜτмфууτ!ƭŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŎǳŜ 

[-wτ9ǊƛŎ ²ƻƻƭŜȅόbƻǿǊŀύ όнƴŘύ !ƭƭŀƴ /ŀǊŜȅό¸ŀǎǎύ όмǎǘύ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ IŜǊƳŀƴƴό.ŀƭƎƻǿƴƛŜύ όоǊŘύ 

!ƭƭŀƴ ǿƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǎƛȄ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǘƻǊǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфтл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

Ŭƴŀƭ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ мффнΦ  tŜǘŜǊ wƻǳǊƪŜ όо ǿƛƴǎύ ŀƴŘ YŜƴ .ŜǾŀƴόоύ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ  9ǊƛŎ ²ƻƻƭŜȅ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǳƴƭǳŎƪȅ ƻƴŜΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŬǾŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфтс ǘƻ мффнΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

 ǊǳƴƴŜǊ-ǳǇ ƛƴ мфул ŀƴŘ мфууΦ 

 


