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President’s Report 
 

Captain Neil Brooker AFSM 
 
On behalf of the FCA I would like to extend condolences to Bobbie 
Brooker and family on the recent passing of Life Member of the Associa-
tion, Retired Captain Neil Brooker AFSM. 
Neil was Chairman from 1990 to 1996, Vice Chairman from 1984-1990 

and again 1996-2002. To date Neil’s 27 years on Committee has not been 

eclipsed. It must be noted that a Regional Championship was conducted 

every 4 to 6 weeks in those days. Neil was a true gentleman who headed 

the Yass team on the fire ground as well as one of the top Championship 

teams in NSW winning the Alfred Webb Trophy on four occasions. I re-

member as an official on the track Neil was an excellent judge and willing 

mentor to new teams and competitors. Neil was a gifted sportsman and 

excelled in many sports such as Rugby league, squash and golf as well as 

many blue ribbons at shows for flower growing. 

 

Wyong State Championship Date Change! 
 
Please note the date of the next State Championship at Wyong has been changed to: 
 
Thursday 27 October 8:00 am – Saturday, October 29 until 5:00pm 
 
This has been a result of pressure on accommodation resources by other organizations on the original date.  
I would like to apologise for any inconvenience this may have caused.  The decision was not taken lightly.  
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Forbes Regional Championship 2016 

 
Saturday, March 12th, 2016-Sunday, March 13th, 2016 
 
I hope you all have marked your calendars with the date above and arranged accommodation for Forbes. We 
will also be conducting Regional's at Grafton and Tamworth with the State Championship in October at Wyong. I 
have copied the note above from the new website. Search Firefighter Championships and follow the links. Also 
Facebook, twitter and you tube.     
                                                
Our Regional Events Coordinator, Mark Rutter is doing a great job with online communications and I would ask 
you to refer to his contribution in this edition for more detailed information. 
 
Congratulations to Regional hosts Gunnedah who raised the bar with Community engagement by providing a 

jumping castle, face painting and Kitchen fire simulator for the public and local Schools. Cootamundra and Berry 

carried on the trend. At Berry, 503 Wollongong Bronto was in attendance demonstrating their capability. Other 

local Emergency Agencies were represented as well as F&RNSW sniffer dogs showing their skills. 

 

Australasian Championship Echuca 
 
Well done to teams, Officials and all who contributed to help Echuca host a great event. I look forward to 2017 
where New Zealand will be hosting this event at (I believe) Carterton just North of Wellington on the north island. 
I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe festive season and look forward to catching up at Forbes.  
 
Captain Greg Fredericks AFSM 

President FCA 
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Photos from The Australasian  
Championships in Echuca 



 

Director of Championships 
 

As we approach Christmas and the New Year I find it a good time to 
reflect on our achievements and the challenges we are facing. 
 
One of the challenges we face as a leading emergency service pro-
vider to the communities of NSW is weather driven events. The Com-
missioner reported in the Spring 2015 edition of Fire & Rescue News 
that during this year we experienced snow fall in the Blue Mountains 
followed within weeks by bushfire events. Earlier in the year we experi-
enced extreme storm weather in the Newcastle area, causing flooding, 
resulting in numerous deaths and widespread damage.   
 
On ANZAC day in the west of Sydney I attended one of the most un-
usual incidents I have attended in my 30 plus years of firefighting.  An 
extreme and severe hailstorm impacted on Sydney and collapsed in 
excess of six very large warehouse and factory buildings, causing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars damage. 
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As you can see from these events the challenges we face are continuously changing resulting in the need to 
constantly change and enhance our capability. We have been rolling out Incident Management training, Flood 
Rescue training, Availability and Timesheet training, Working Safely at Heights training, new Helmet training and 
three new Community First Responder (CFR) Stations have come online with a further two to be activated within 
the next 12 months. 
This has resulted in a very busy year especially for Education & Training, the Area Commands and all staff 
within those Area Commands. 
Along with this we have brought into service a number of Compressed Air Foam System (CAFS) in our Class 1 
& 3 pumper series and introduced another category of tanker being the Cat 6 CAFS tankers. 
These changes in service delivery will require us to continually look at the events we run in our Championships 
so we can ensure that our Championship events reflect the service we provide to the Community and that the 
events enhance the skills that our firefighters use most during their emergency responses. 
 
The Regional Championship at Berry during July 2015 was a very successful event and the host brigade did a 
great job of promoting the event and seizing on the opportunity to engage numerous schools and the crowds of 
people that attended the Berry markets on the Sunday.  It was great to partake in the events and play a role in 
sharing fire safety tips to the community of Berry through demonstrations with the Kitchen Fire Simulator. 

As I reported in my previous newsletter there has been a changing of the guard in a number of areas.  
 
Garry Tant has formally retired after over four decades of dedicated service to Fire & Rescue NSW and the 
Championships and Mark Rutter has won the permanent position of Fire & Rescue NSW Regional Events Coor-
dinator. Also Trevor Jones has officially retired as Secretary of the FCA after nearly ten years of dedicated ser-
vice leading us through numerous changes and guiding me through my apprenticeship as Championship Direc-
tor. Dave Hitchcock has also formally won the position of Secretary of the FCA and he has hit the ground run-
ning with numerous events to start planning for in 2016 including a State Championship. 
 
I attended the Australasian Championship at Echuca in late October and was impressed with the whole event. 
For the first time Fiji fielded a team and they brought a real strong bond of friendship and enthusiasm to the 
event. The event was full with 30 teams attending, nine teams from NSW and the competition was exciting with 
Echuca winning and Devonport coming second closely followed by our Tamworth team. The event made me feel 
confident that the Championships are growing in strength and the blending of teams from FRNSW members 
from multiple brigades is becoming the norm which I believe will create better attendances in 2016 and a greater 
number of brigades will benefit operationally from competing in Championships. 
 
I wish you all a safe and Merry Christmas and happy New Year and look forward to seeing you all at Forbes in 
March 2016. 
 
 

Rob McNeil AFSM 

Assistant Commissioner 

Director of Metro Operations, Director of Championships  
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A DRIVE TO ECHUCA 

A long drive was ahead, we were in the car heading to the Australasian Firefighters’ Championships being held 

in Echuca, Victoria. Not knowing what to expect we were excited but also a little nervous. We arrived in 

Echuca, after a 9 hour drive, and settled into our accommodation for the night. 

We arrived at the competition track at Victoria park the next day ready for the familiarisation day. There were 

teams from not only most states in Australia but also NZ and Fiji. Every agency’s equipment is different in some 

way, so becoming familiar with the equipment we were going to use in competition was important. The most 

striking difference to this track compared to NSW tracks was that this track was asphalt; not a blade of grass in 

sight. This was the first time I, and many of the other competitors, were going to compete on asphalt. This was 

meant to be a familiarisation day but it was like the events had already started; everyone practicing away, 

watching and helping each other, trying to find that faster way, meeting the other teams and families who had 

come to support them. The organising committee were there to see the final touches put in place and ensure 

everything was going to schedule.  

After a great day at the track the evening was spent at the Local Bowling Club for a Welcoming Function. 

Someone decided to break the ice and start up a game of lawn bowls (not sure of the final results) but a fun 

night was had by all. 

Saturday; competition day had finally arrived. All the teams were at the track nice and early and after a hearty 

breakfast were eagerly awaiting for the events to get underway. It was fantastic to see so many spectators 

come out and cheer on, not only the local teams, but teams from afar. The support of the competing teams was 

amazing; helping ,cheering, encouraging to complete the evolutions in events where mistakes or fumbles were 

made and screaming for records to be broken if the event ran well. A number of records were broken over and 

over, that in itself shows the dedication and commitment to these events and how serious we are about wanting 

to be the best firefighters we can be back at our own stations in real life incidents. 

With only a few hours to practice on Echuca’s track we managed to get 5th placing in event 1 - Collector event 

4 competitors, 5th placing in event 4 - Siamese Valve 4 competitors and 9th placing overall which makes us 

proud and hungry to improve on our technique. Congratulations to Echuca for being the overall winners. 

Echuca did a fantastic job hosting the events and the visitors to their town. Everyone was welcoming and happy 

to stop for a chat. If not for the championships being held there I may never of visited this beautiful place and 

seen what it has to offer. The Port of Echuca is truly special, swims rich in history of days gone by and is lo-

cated right on the banks of the famous Murray River. My overall experience was a memorable one that I will 

never forget. 

RFF Judith Alderdice,  

Wyong Brigade 
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Regional Events Coordinator 
 

What a great year it has been. Thank you to everyone for making me feel so welcome in my new role. Thanks to 
Gunnedah, Cootamundra and Berry for hosting memorable Championships.  
 
Congratulations to all the firefighters who competed in Championship events this year. Looking forward to 2016 
one priority is growing participation in the Championships. While we have a regular group of teams that turn up 
at most Championships we need to focus on growing the participation base. All of us need to play an active role 
in encouraging teams or individuals to participate in 2016. 
 
The Firefighter Championship website (http://www.firefighterchampionships.com/ ) has been ‘live’ for most of the 
2015 season and if you haven’t had a look, please do. It is the first place to go for any Championship informa-
tion. If you have any feedback or suggestions for the website please let me know.  
 
The Championships Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/firefighterchampionships/ ) is now being up-
dated regularly and is a good platform to voice any thoughts and interact with the Championship Community. 
Don’t forget to like this page to get notified of all updates.   
For competitors there is also a closed Facebook Group; Firefighter Championships – Competitors (https://
www.facebook.com/groups/991249930896246/ ). A closed group means that the information in this group cannot 
be seen by the public and to join this group you need to request an invite. The purpose of this group is to allow 
competitors to have a forum to have open discussions. 
Please take a moment to look at these online communications; they are a great way to stay in touch with what is 
happening and to be active in the Firefighter Championships. Throughout 2016 we will be working on enhancing 
our existing online content and growing our online community. 
 
I am looking forward to being part of the team that will put together four outstanding Championships in 2016. I 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing you next year at Forbes, 
Grafton, Tamworth and Wyong. 
 
Mark Rutter 
 

Regional Events Coordinator 

2016 Championships 
 

March 12th & 13th         Forbes 
 
May 21st & 22nd            Grafton 
 
August  13th & 14th       Tamworth 
 

October 27th—29th    State Championship   

         Wyong 
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EOI For Hosting Championships in the 2017/18 Season 
 

The Fire & Rescue Firefighter Championships Association is seeking Expression of In-
terest from Brigades, who wish to host a Regional Championship and / or State Cham-
pionship for the 2017-2018 Championship Series. 
 
Each year Championship events are held throughout the state and every 2 years a State Championship is held. 
 

Each Regional Championship attracts a large number of competitors and visitors to the local community for 
these events. 
 

In hosting a Championship event, there is significant effort required by the host brigade to gain all the local ap-
provals from Council, arrange a venue and function for the Friday (Informal Registration) and Saturday 
(Championship Dinner) nights. 
 

In return there is a significant value brought back to your community through accommodation, meals, supplies 
and general support from competitors and families in attending a Regional Championship. 
 

Fire & Rescue Regional Events Coordinator will provide support for the successful hosting brigade, through track 
layout, designs, community event development, media and hosting requirements. 
The NSW Firefighter Championships Association (FCA) will provide assistance, through invitations, registration, 
advertising, promotion and hosting information. The FCA will arrange all accommodation and requirements for 
officials and the championship running schedule. 
 

Regional Championships for 2017 can be ideally scheduled during the months of March, May, August, as the 
Australasian Championships are scheduled for October in New Zealand. 
 

Regional Championships and the State for 2018 can be roughly scheduled during the months of March, May, 
August with the State Championships scheduled for October. 
 

Regional Championship are run on Saturday and Sunday, with community and school events on the Friday. 
 

State Championships are currently run over 3 days Thursday to Saturday with a large community event sched-
uled for the Friday night with a mega fireworks display and Championship dinner on the Saturday night. 
 

If you have any questions or just wish to discuss the opportunity,  
please contact  
 
Dave Hitchcock, NSW FCA Secretary  
 
 
Mob: 0401 979 609    AH: (02) 6657 2075    Email: nswfcasec@gmail.com  
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