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Fostering: Operational Training - Championships -  Community Safety – Displays 

 

“The Dalmatian” 

2001 Centenary of Federation Championship at Corowa 

Paddy Hearn (Trangie) Terry O’Brien (Wollongong) Max Nixon (Armidale) and 

Robert Eckersley (West Tamworth) and the Dalmatian ((belonged to a family watching the 

procession) 

A COLLECTION OF 

SCENES FROM THE PAST  THROUGHOUT THIS EDITION 

Wellington’s name ‘The Boots’ was 

certainly enhanced by the regular 

appearance of “the boot” at opening 

ceremonies, torchlight processions and 

marches throughout the seventies and 

eighties.  The fireman inside the boot is a 

mystery. 



 

President’s Report 

 

On the weekend of 7
th
 – 9

th
 March I attended the 132

nd
 annual Urban State Championships for 

Victoria at Bendigo. If you have not attended a Victorian Championship an experience awaits. 
Steeped in tradition and history (132 years) the events range from historic hose reels with up to 8 
competitors, to events using current day appliances, much the same as we do here in NSW. 
In October this year Victoria will be hosting the 2015 Australasian Championship to be held in 
Echuca. I had the opportunity whilst in Bendigo to meet with members of the organizing Committee 
and host Brigade Echuca. The planning and preparation is well under way and should be a great 
event. A maximum of 30 teams from Australia and New Zealand fire services will compete for 
bragging rights. Teams from NSW are selected by a process of a points system from results in 
competition in regional Championships. Previous Australasian Championships have been 
conducted on grassed “tracks”, this year in Echuca events will be run on bitumen. Competitors 
would be advised to bring hard surface runners not grass shoes with blades etc. 
From Bendigo, with an overnight stop in Parkes, arrived in Gunnedah Tuesday afternoon to help 
with ground set up.  
 
A 20 minute storm on Tuesday afternoon with around 20mm of rain caused issues with getting 
trucks on the ground.  
 
On Thursday evening a 3 minute mini tornado ripped up tenting on the ground and flung them into 
the creek behind the ground. The large catering tent was also damaged. Most of the tents were the 
replacements from the wild weather at Unanderra Championship last year.  
A great introduction to Mark Rutter who was still smiling on Friday wondering what else was 
coming. I am sure Cootamundra will be easier.  Well done Mark. 
 
Congratulations Gunnedah Brigade. Your work in preparation, fund raising and Community 
engagement was of a high standard. The support from the local Council, Community and business 
shows the high regard by which you are held in your town. The jumping castle, face painting and 
other activities were a great hit and well attended and enjoyed by many. 
 
At the end of June Executive Officer/Secretary Trevor Jones will retire from this position. The 
achievements, challenges and changes implemented during his time as Secretary have been 
many. Few people I believe could have done the job Trevor has with such expertise and style. I will 
miss the many coffees and meals where great plans were made and hatched.  
 
Congratulations Dave Hitchcock on your appointment as Acting Secretary, I look forward to 
working with you in the future.  
 
Best wishes to all attending Cootamundra Championship, Robyn and I will be cruising to and 
touring in the US and hope to catch up at Berry. 

 
Captain Greg Fredericks AFSM 

President 
 

 



Director of Championships  

 
At the time I’m writing this report Fire & 
Rescue NSW is working through a large 
amount of change in both the Permanent, 
Retained firefighter ranks and operational 
capability.  
Both groups through the Fire Brigade 
Employees Union (FBEU) have consulted 
with Fire & Rescue NSW in the Industrial 
Relations Court (IRC) new Consent 
Awards which have seen significant 
change to both workforces’ work practices.  
 
The Retained Award will be seeing the 
introduction of an electronic availability 
system for Retained Firefighters around 
early August 2015.   Once personnel are 
accustomed to the system I believe it will 
make the life of all Retained firefighters 
especially the Captains and Deputy 
Captains easier and less time consuming 
in the management of availability.  
The Permanent Award has seen the 
creation of two new ranks being Leading 
Firefighter / Leading Station Officer and 
the introduction of a new 24 hour Roster.  
 
On the capability side of the organisation 
Fire & Rescue NSW has enhanced 
operational capability by procuring 
Compressed Air Foam Systems (CAFS) 
on five new Class 1 Tankers which are 
being strategically located in Regional 
areas and two Cat 6 / 9500 litre CAFS 
tankers for the metropolitan area.  These 
appliances are proving to have a quick 
knockdown rate for structure fires and are 
also very effective in bush firefighting. The 
appliances use Class A foam.  
 
Over the next year and a half four regional 
stations, Henty, Culcairn, Thredbo and 
Trangie will be accredited to undertake 
Community First Responder (CFR) for 
NSW Ambulance in their respective 
regional areas.  
 
 
 
 

 
Further to this a new Incident Management 
Standard Operational Guideline has been 
introduced in the last Commissioner’s Orders 
which integrate the incident management 
principles of Bluecard and Australasian   
Inter – Service Incident Management System 
(AIIMS).  This program will be delivered to all 
Captains and Deputy Captains over the 
coming year in both online and face to face 
training sessions.  
 
I’m pleased to say that the Gunnedah 
Championships were extremely successful.  
The host brigade and especially Glenn Swift 
undertook an incredible amount of work to 
ensure the event was a success.   The 
amount of community engagement 
accomplished through initiatives such as a 
jumping castle, coffee truck, kitchen fire 
simulator and some artefact stalls saw a 
large number of people visit the Gunnedah 
Championship and they got to see 
firefighters competing at their trade and 
received important fire safety messages. 
 
On a sad note I have recently received and 
accepted the resignation of our Executive 
Officer/Secretary Trevor Jones.  Trevor has 
been a tireless advocate of the 
Championships and the FCA.  He and I have 
had spirited discussions over the last two 
and three quarter years  and we were always 
fighting for the same cause the benefit of the 
Championships and the firefighters that 
compete at them.  I am sad to see him leave 
and thank him for all his hard work and I’m 
sure we will see him around the track.  
 
We have also received the resignation of 
Rick Guinery Assistant Secretary.   I also 
thank Rick for his support and hard work 
over the years.  
 
I will see you all at Cootamundra.  
 

www.firefighterchampionships.com.au 

Assistant Commissioner Rob McNeil AFSM  
Director Championships 



 

  

 

 This photo was taken by John Hand about 20 

years ago.  Note the date on the shield (1908).  

The room where the photo was taken had a full 

size billiard table in the centre, with shelves and 

cabinets around the walls full of trophies.  

Orange has a wonderful competition history in 

NSW State Demonstrations/Championships.  

Third in our first State Demonstration in 1932, 

second in 1934 and 1935, and then winning the 

first three Demonstrations after WWII, 1954, 56 

and 58.   In the early years team members (of 

winning teams) were presented with silver tea 

sets and similar trophies, many of these are on 

display in these cabinets at Orange. 

Port Macquarie—1988—Alarm and Rescue 

L-R—Eric Wooley(Nowra) (2nd) Allan Carey(Yass) (1st) Warren Hermann(Balgownie) (3rd) 

Allan won this event on six occasions.  The event was owned by three competitors between 1970 and the 

final running in 1992.  Peter Rourke (3 wins) and Ken Bevan(3) the other winners.  Eric Wooley perhaps 

the unlucky one, featuring in the first five placings on seven occasions from 1976 to 1992, including 

 runner-up in 1980 and 1988. 

 



Secretary’s Report 

RESIGNATION OF FCA EXECUTIVE OFFICER/

SECRETARY 

 

As many of you are aware, I have submitted my 
resignation from the position of Executive Officer/
Secretary of the FRNSW Firefighter 
Championship Association Inc.(FCA) to the 
Director of Championships Asst Commissioner 
Rob McNeil to take effect on 30 June 2015. 

I was appointed to the position in 2007 and for the 
past 8 years I have enjoyed the challenge and 
comraderie associated with carrying the many 
duties involved in this position.  

In 2014, I notified the FCA Management 
Committee and the Director of Championships 
that I intended to retire from the position in 2015. 
The Committee approved a succession plan to 
find my replacement. This plan has now been 
successfully implemented with RFF Dave 
Hitchcock from Dorrigo appointed as Acting 
Secretary from 1 July 2015. Dave is well suited to 
the position with a background in State 
government and as a member of the successful 
Dorrigo Championship team has a strong 
commitment to Championships. 

With FCA Asst. Secretary Capt. Rick Guinery 
retiring from this position at the same time, the 
Committee has appointed me to act in the position 
of Asst. Secretary to provide on-going support to 
the new Secretary during the next cycle of 
Championships. 

I would like to thank President Greg Fredericks 
and all members of the Committee for their 
support during my time as FCA Secretary. 

I would especially like to recognise the 
unwavering support of the FCA by Commissioner 
Mullins and Assistant Commissioner McNeil 
especially as we worked through the budget 
constraints imposed on us all in recent times. 

 

See you on the track  

Trevor Jones Sec FCA  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2015 

 Region South 2 

  Cootamundra  2/3 May, 2015  

 Region South 1    

      Berry   1/2 August. 2015 

 

AUSTRALIASIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 

        Echuca        October 24th/25th  2015    

              

2016 

 Region South 2     

  Forbes   12/13 March 2016 

 Region North 2     

      Grafton   21/22 May 2016   

 Region North 1 

  Tamworth  30/31 July, 2016 

 

 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

         Wyong             20/22 October, 2016 

 

www.firefighterchampionships.com.au 

CALENDAR 
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With 37 years of dedicated and exemplary service to Fire & 
Rescue NSW (FRNSW) and the community, Hay fire station 
commander, Captain Michael Edwards, has been awarded the 
Australian Fire Service Medal – one of the highest honours an 
Australian firefighter can receive.  
“Captain Edwards started as a retained (or on-call) firefighter 
with FRNSW (formerly NSW Fire Brigades) in 1977 and was 
promoted to Captain in 2007,” Commissioner Mullins said.  
“Under Captain Edwards’ guidance, the Hay brigade has been 
very proactive in community education activities such as 
school visits, senior citizen talks and implementing FRNSW’s 
Smoke Alarm Battery Replacement for the Elderly program. 
He is held in very high regard not just by his own crew, but by 
firefighters and other emergency workers across the state.  
“Captain Edwards has worked hard to establish interagency 
links with emergency workers within and outside the Hay local 
area. He is a valued proactive committee member of the Local 
Emergency Management Committee and the Local Rescue 
Committee and is held in high regard by his peers for his 
natural leadership and management skills.”  
Captain Edwards has also been a strong competitor and 
supporter of the FRNSW Firefighter Championships.  
“He became aware early in his career of the importance of the 
championships as a means for retained (or on-call) crews to 
regularly exercise the necessary skills to be effective and 
efficient firefighters,”  

Captain Mick Edwards AFSM 

Awarded AFSM in Queen’s Birthday 

Honours in June 2014 

 
President 
 
Capt. Greg Fredericks AFSM 
Ph: 0411 513 305 
 
Vice Presidents 
 
DC Shane Kearney 
Ph: 0402 916 225 
 
Capt. Jamie Loader  
Ph: 0423 298 476  
 
 
Secretary 
 
Firefighter Trevor Jones (Retired) 
Ph: 0402 458 669 
 
Assistant Secretary 
 
DC Rick Guinery 
Ph: 0405 498 974 
 
Treasurer 
 
RFF Craig Mayled 
Ph: 0418 223 093 
 

 
 
 

 
Committee Member 
Region West 
Capt. Mick Edwards AFSM 
Ph: 0427 696 215 
 
RFF Sheree White 
Ph: 0419 242 280 

 
Committee Member 
Region South 
 
RFF Gerard Hanscombe 
Ph: 0418 664 79 
 
Capt. John Dun 
Ph: 0402 481 205 
 
 
Committee Member 
Region North 
 
RFF Col Bennett 
PH: 0407637650 
 
RFF Robert Eckersley AFSM 
Ph: 0427 936 197 
 
E/K RFF David Wilks  
Mobile 0428425717  

FCA Contacts 



Regional Events Coordinator 
 
For those of you that have not met me yet I have stepped into the shoes of Garry Tant. Garry has done an amazing job 
over a number of years and I look forward to building on his work. My background is in events operations and logistics. I 
have worked in a number of different event roles over the years which have given me a broad range of skills and 
experience.  
 
Gunnedah was my first championship and it was a steep learning curve. Despite some issues with weather during the 
set up, on the weekend everything came together. I would like to thank my team and the people who came and gave a 
hand over the week. I also must give a huge thank you to the Gunnedah Brigade for their great support and work they 
did particularly in engaging the community in the event.  
 
One of my points of focus in this role will be ensuring the Championships have a relevant on line presence. This includes 
the Firefighter Championship Website and our social media platforms (Facebook and Twitter). The Firefighter 
Championship website is currently undergoing a ‘facelift’. The new site, while having all the information of the old site, 
will be fresher and easier to navigate. The updates of results and photos from each championship will take place in a 
timelier manner. The Facebook page is now being updated regularly and is a good platform to voice any thoughts and 
interact with the Championship Community. Please take a moment to look at these online communications; they are a 
great way to stay in touch with what is happening and to be active in the Firefighter Championships. 
 
I am very excited to be able to work with a group of people that have so much passion for their event. I would like to 
thank everyone for making me feel so welcome and I look forward to seeing you at Cootamundra. 
 

Mark Rutter 
Regional Events Coordinator 

Gunnedah Air Show was held  

during the same weekend. 

One of the spectacular displays 

which was  witnessed by everyone. 

GUNNEDAH 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
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Scaling Ladder 

This event was last conducted at Coffs 

Harbour in 2000 

The Association in 1994 

(Spot the familiar faces) 


